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Careers



This handout accompanies the vlog of the same name.


Watch it at www.elev8careers.org.uk/careers-blog/category/youtube

YOUR NEXT STEPS AFTER YEAR 11
The following documents are provided to help you make the best decisions for your future. Read them, try out some of the activities, use the resources, come speak to your Career’s Advisor and make your next steps positive and confident.

Choosing Where to Study

Choosing What to Study

Qualifications Explained

Online Research Activities to Help you Choose

College Open Evenings

CHOOSING WHERE TO STUDY AFTER YEAR 11
Leaving School - The Rules
The government has brought in a policy called the RPA (raising the participation age). For most people this policy won't make a big difference. The only change is you now can not leave school age 16 and work full time. You can however, work if training is also provided. You can also continue to study at college or complete an apprenticeship. This sheet is aimed at those considering college. For those interested in apprenticeships have a look at www.apprenticeships.org.uk and come speak to your careers advisor to start applying for opportunities. Check back soon for an apprenticeship vlog!
Different Places you can Study
FE College
6th Form College
School 6th Form
Specialist Provision
Technical College
What Subjects Can You Study and Where?
Depending on the type of college you might be able to study a wide or more limited range of subjects.
What Qualifications Can You Study and Where?
Again depending on the type of college you might be able to study vocational (related to work) subjects such as NVQs or more academic such as A Levels, or a combination of A Levels and BTECs (more course work based qualifications).
Research, Research, Research
Start with looking at college prospectuses (their brochures) and online so you know what is available locally. Talk to friends and family, your Careers Advisor and teachers.
Visit the College
You can't really get a feel for a place till you have visited and spoken to people. Attend open evenings and taster days for places that you are considering.
Things to Consider
Location - how easy is it to get to? Do the journey.
Class Sizes - do you prefer large or small classes? What do they offer?
Facilities - what's the 6th form area like? Do they have facilities that interest you e.g. Sports
Friends - friends are important but what is right for you is more important!
Teachers/family - listen to their advice but again remember it is your decision
Subject - will the college you like allow you to take the subjects that interest you?
Size of Campus - big/small/spread out/part of the school? Which do you prefer?
Overall Experience - are students given lots of independence?
In Summary
Consider carefully what is important to you
Do your research - Compare and contrast options by writing down positives and negatives
Speak to your school Careers Advisor
Where Can I study in Brighton and Chichester?
Here is a  list of local colleges in Brighton and Chichester areas. See  www.elev8careers.org.uk/careers-blog/category/places-to-study for more info.[image: image1.jpg]BRIGHTON

Further Education Colleges

City College www.ccb.ac.uk

Sussex Downs www.sussexdowns.ac.uk
Northbrook www.northbrook.ac.uk
Plumpton www.plumpton.ac.uk

6th Form Colleges

BHASVIC www.bhasvic.ac.uk

Varndean College www.varndean.ac.uk
Worthing College www.worthing.ac.uk

School 6th Forms

Blatchington Mill www.blatchingtonmill.org.uk
Hove Park www.hovepark.brighton-hove.sch.uk

BACA www.baca-uk.org.uk
PACA www.paca.uk.com

Cardinal Newman www.cncs.co.uk

Shoreham Academy www.shoreham-academy.org

Technical Colleges
UTC Harbourside www.utc-harbourside.org

Alternative/Specialist Provision

DV8 www.dv8sussex.com

Access To Music
www.accesstomusic.co.uk/centres/brighton
BIMM www.bimm.co.uk

NACRO www.nacro.org.uk

CHICHESTER

Further Education Colleges

Chichester College www.chichester.ac.uk
Northbrook www.northbrook.ac.uk
Southdowns www.southdowns.ac.uk

6th Form Colleges
Havant www.havant.ac.uk
Worthing www.worthing.ac.uk

School 6th Forms

Chichester High School 6th Form
www.chsg-tkat.org/59/welcome-to-sixth-
form

Bishop Luffa
www.bishopluffa.org.uk/sixth-form
Felpham www.felpham.com




Activity Spend one hour looking online at the courses available and other things that are important to you at three colleges local to you. Make notes of courses that interest you and anything else that catches your eye (e.g. They have a TV studio and you are interested in media, they have a rugby team etc)
CHOOSING WHAT TO STUDY AFTER YEAR 11
If you are starting to think about what you can study after year 11 this is the handout for you!
3 Key Things to Consider
1. Do you like the subject?
2. Are you good at it? - Check with your teachers if you are not sure if you can cope with the jump from GCSE to level 3 (A Level, BTEC etc) courses.
3. Will it be useful for your future?

If you can say yes to at least two of the above then the subject you are considering should be on your shortlist.
Simple Steps For Choosing Wisely
Be Positive - You Already Know Some Things!
- Take a plain sheet of paper
- Write the title somewhere on the sheet 'What I Already Know'
- Now add three other sections
Subjects I Am Interested In
Places I Can Study 
Ideas for My Future

In each section:

Subjects I Am Interested In - you may already have some subjects you are considering continuing with, maybe ones you liked at GCSE - add the subjects here
Places I Can Study - if you have watched the first vlog 'where can I study' hopefully you can add some ideas here
Ideas for My Future - anything you have considered - job titles or work that involves certain things (like working with people, or in nature etc)
Now Fill in the Blanks with Research
If you haven't already watch the vlog 'Choosing Where To Study After Year 11' and/or read the handout. Do the activity which recommends you spend an hour exploring the websites or prospectuses of at least three local colleges to compare and contrast the courses on offer. 
Now add any subjects from this research to your 'Subjects I am Interested In' section of your sheet.

Make sure you know what the subject actually is. Read about it online and visit the stand or room at college open evenings.

Think about what you enjoy outside of school - be that tinkering with cars, looking after horses or doing your friend's makeup...there are many vocational (work related) courses which may be just up your street! Again check colleges online and speak to your school careers advisor as they will be able to help you find out what kind of course fits your interests. 
Connect the Dots - Your Short Term Subject Choices with Long Term Career Ideas
If you have strong ideas about your future (maybe a specific job or type of work) then make sure your subjects with either lead to that or at least won't make it more difficult to progress to that career. If your career idea needs a degree then you can check degree entry requirements (the subjects and grades needed for different degrees) at www.ucas.com and good subjects to study for some degrees here www.russellgroup.org/InformedChoices-latest.pdf. You can also see the kinds of qualifications needed for different jobs here https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/advice/planning/jobfamily/Pages/default.aspx.
If you are very unsure then don't worry! Focus on your interests and what you are best at and keep thinking and exploring. Some good sites to visit for career ideas are www.icould.com and https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/advice/planning/jobfamily/Pages/default.aspx. 
Still Struggling?
- Speak to your school Careers Advisor. You Head of Year will know who this is.
- If you have lots of ideas go back to those 3 key things to consider at the top of the page. Do all the subjects you are considering meet the 3 points? Will not doing one mean closing off a career idea that really interests you? Keeping options open is a good idea at this stage so doing a combination of arts/languages/humanities etc and science might be sensible. Also have a read through of www.russellgroup.org/InformedChoices-latest.pdf which outlines some universities' perceptions of different courses. Remember though, it is your decision and not all universities will always be of the opinion stated.
- If you are struggling to choose what to study or do next it may help to think ahead to your future ideas and also think about what kinds of things you like and enjoy doing. There are various resources that can help you do that and our vlog www.elev8careers.org.uk/careers-blog/online-research-activities-to-help-you-choose-what-subjects-to-study helps you explore these.
- Do consider other options such as apprenticeships or work with training. But remember you need to be happy with that particular job and career area as your study will be focused around it.
In Summary
Think carefully about what you enjoy, speak to teachers and try to think one step ahead. This means not just considering next week but maybe looking as far as your early twenties or further! What is the best future you can imagine for yourself? What are you doing in this future? The next steps you take will influence what your options are so make sure you choose wisely and for yourself.
Qualifications After Year 11 Explained

Why Bother to Understand Qualifications?
It often surprises me how many students are not clear what qualifications they are studying. Understanding what you are working towards and what this means is very important to help you plan your next steps after college, help you feel in charge of your future and also to make sure you are on track to achieve your ambitions. 

Studying the wrong combination can mean you don't have the right UCAS points to get to university, that you have not chosen the best studies for your career aspirations and also there might have been course combinations that better suit your study style - for example if you prefer to work practically then vocational subjects might suit you better. Read on to get the low down on what qualifications are all about and to feel confident about your choices!
Qualifications After Year 11
Up till year 11 most of you will have studied GCSEs (which are level 2 qualifications) and some may also have studied BTECs (which at GCSE age are also level 2 qualifications). A few of you may also have studied some work related qualifications which may be certificates or awards which will likely be at level 1 or 2.
Level Up!
One way of thinking about qualifications is the idea of 'level up' like in a computer game! If you have managed to get a range of level 2 qualifications by the end of year 11 (including maths and English GCSE) then you will be moving on to level 3 qualifications at college. If you have not, then it is likely you will either be studying level 2 qualifications for another year alongside maths and English if you have not passed them yet, or a combination of level 2 and level 3 qualifications.
Apprenticeships and Vocational Subjects
If you are going on to do an apprenticeship or a vocational qualification at college (e.g. hairdressing, plumbing, catering) then you may still be working at level 2 even if you have achieved well in your GCSEs. This is because it is likely you haven't studied this subject before or at least not to a high enough level to go straight in at level 3. Don't worry about this, almost everyone will be in the same situation if they have come straight from year 11.
The Qualifications
A Level and AS Levels - A Levels usually take two years and AS Levels one year. They are academic qualifications that always include exams and sometimes coursework. They are always at level 3 standard. You will need to have gained 5 GCSEs grades A - C (some colleges want more) at school to move on to A Levels and if you have taken the subject at GCSE most colleges want you to have achieved a B to go on to study the same subject at A Level.
BTECs -  As already mentioned BTECs can be studied at level 2 and 3 depending on your ability. They are slightly more vocational than A Levels as they are often more connected to work. They are often more coursework than exam based as well. At level 3 you can study the subsidiary diploma which is equivalent to one A Level, the diploma which is equivalent to two A Levels or the extended diploma which is equivalent to three A Levels.
NVQs and other Vocational Subjects - If you are studying a vocational subject or apprenticeship as mentioned above you may be studying a number of industry specific qualifications that will allow you to go on to work in that particular area. 
International Baccalaureate (IB) - The IB is only offered at Varndean College locally. It is an internationally recognised qualification that is suitable for very academic students who don't want to limit themselves to three or four A Levels. Subjects are grouped into 6 and you choose three to study at a higher level and three at a lower level. You can find out more here www.varndean.ac.uk/?q=i_bacc
How Many Subjects?
Depending on the qualification. Normally you will study three A Levels (four if you are very able), or a BTEC diploma plus a subsidiary diploma or the extended diploma on it's own or a vocational course on its own. 
Mix and Match
Some students may want to mix and match their qualifications. This is possible with A Levels and BTECs (although check with the college as some may not be able to offer the combination you want). If you are studying a vocational subject such as hairdressing - you can not also study A Levels or BTECs.
Be aware some subjects can be studied at A Level and as a BTECs. e.g. health and social care, travel and tourism. How they are taught and examined will differ so check with the college to see which might work best for you.
Remember
- You can catch up! If you are only on a level 2 course and your friends are on level 3 if you work hard you will join them the following year. 
- Not all colleges offer the same subjects or qualifications.
- If you have a university degree or job in mind check requirements at www.ucas.com and https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/advice/planning/jobfamily/Pages/default.aspx
- When you are completing your college application try and keep in mind what you have read here but most importantly put down the courses you are keen on. The college will advise you based on your predicted grades if they need to change anything. 
- If you are confused, want to talk through options and just want some help come and speak to your school Careers Advisor.
ONLINE RESEARCH ACTIVITIES TO HELP YOU CHOOSE WHAT SUBJECTS TO STUDY
This activity is designed to help you choose subjects to study after year 11 by thinking ahead to the future. I call this future forecasting - the more information you know about yourself and what is possible the better your decisions will be. You might not have a crystal ball but you can explore ideas for your future, check what you need to study and make sure you keep open options that will allow as many opportunities that interest you to remain possible. So basically we are jumping into the future in order to make sure your next steps take you where you want to go!

Learning how to research career ideas is useful for everyone but is especially helpful for those struggling with too many ideas or have no ideas at all for their next steps.

Kent Careers Explorer
www.kent.ac.uk/careers/explorer.htm
The first thing you might want to do is to consider what kinds of jobs might suit you based on the kinds of things that interest you. The explorer tool is a quick way of identifying career ideas based on your interests.

National Careers Service
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/advice/planning/jobfamily/Pages/default.aspx
The National Careers Service Job Profiles section allows you to find out about different jobs in more detail including the qualifications needed to do that job. You can check if you need a degree for different jobs and what subjects you need to study. You can either search for a specific job or explore different career sectors to see what kinds of jobs are possible.

Plotr
www.plotr.co.uk/game/
Plotr website has some really great tools such as the worlds section which allows you to explore different employers and career sectors and see what kinds of jobs are available. They also have a questionnaire which helps you identify what kinds of jobs might be suitable for you. There are various parts to the questionnaire and the more you complete the more accurate the suggestions will be.

Icould
www.icould.com
Icould has a huge range of video interviews with professionals in many different jobs. You can search for jobs that might interest you based on subject interests or the decisions you are struggling with at the moment to see how other people have dealt with similar problems. This is a great way to get a realistic insight into what different jobs are all about.

UCAS
www.ucas.com
UCAS is the organisation through which you apply for university degrees. You can use their site to check degree entry requirements. So if you know you need a certain degree to do a job that interests you, you can check on UCAS what subjects you need to take next to do that degree. That way you won't finish your A Levels and realise you haven't studied the right subjects. You can also use the site to check where you can study A Levels and BTECs locally.

Couple of other resources to get you thinking!
www.futuristspeaker.com/2011/11/55-jobs-of-the-future/- Jobs are changing radically and we don't really know what new careers may exist in five or ten years. This article might get you thinking about the kinds of skills and areas that are developing and you might find some that really interest you!

http://university.which.co.uk/advice/six-things-you-need-to-know-before-making-your-a-level-choices- Helpful list of things to consider before you make your choices.

www.russellgroup.org/InformedChoices-latest.pdf For those of you aiming for top universities this is worth a read. Although remember, the most important thing when choosing is for you to like and enjoy studying a subject.
	COLLEGE


	DATE
	TIME

	Brighton Aldridge 

Community Academy (BACA) 
	Thursday 17th September

Thursday 1st October 


	6pm-8pm

6-8pm

	BHASVIC
	Wednesday 18 November 

Thursday 19 November 
	6:30 – 9:00

6:30 – 9:00

	Blatch6
	Thursday 8th October 
	18.30 – 20.00

	Cardinal Newman 6th form 
	Thursday 15th October 
	18.30 – 20.00

	Central Sussex

· Crawley Campus
	Tuesday 10th November
	5 – 8pm 

	Central Sussex

· Haywards Heath campus
	Tuesday 3th November 

Wednesday 4th November 
	5.30 – 8.30pm

5.30 – 8.30pm

	City College Brighton and Hove


	Tuesday 13th October 2015 

Tuesday 17th November 2015 

	5pm-7pm 

5pm-7pm 

	HP6 (Hove Park 6th Form) 
	Wednesday 4th November 
	6.30 – 8.30pm

	Northbrook College

· Shoreham airport campus
	Tuesday 3rd November 2015, 

For: Aircraft & Motor Vehicle Maintenance


	6 - 8pm

	Northbrook College

· Broadwater Campus
	Wednesday 4th November 2015

For: Business, Travel & Tourism, Computing, Hair & Beauty, Childcare, Construction, Engineering, Public Services
	6 - 8pm

	Northbrook College

· LittleHampton Road Campus
	Thursday 5th November 2015

For: Art & Design, Media, Games, Performing Arts, Music, Catering
	6-8pm


	Plumpton College 
	Saturday 10 October 
 Saturday 7 November 

Saturday 9 January 2016

	9 – 12.30pm

9 – 12.30pm

9 – 12.30pm

	Portslade Aldridge Community Academy (PACA) 
	Wednesday 21st October 
	6 – 8pm

	Sussex Downs  College

· Lewes
	9 October 2015

10 October 2015

27 January 2016
	4:30 – 7:30pm

10am – 1pm

10am – 1pm

	Sussex Downs College

· Eastbourne and Park
	16 October 2015, 4:30 – 7:30pm

17 October 2015, 10am – 1pm

3 February 2016
	

	Varndean College
	Saturday 26 September

Wed 11 November 

Thurs 12 November

	11am - 2pm

6.30pm - 9pm

6.30pm - 9pm

	Worthing College 
	Saturday 7 November 

Monday 9 November 

Tuesday 10 November 
	1.30 – 2pm 

4.30 – 7pm

4.30 – 7pm


Any Questions? Please contact miranda@elev8careers.org.uk 

